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The English Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2015 provide an official measure of relative deprivation for small neighbourhood areas of approximately 1500 people called “Lower-layer super output areas” (LSOAs).  IMD 2015 ranks every small area in England from 1 (most deprived) to 32,844 (least deprived).  It also ranks local authority districts (out of 326), “upper-tier authorities” (out of 152), and local enterprise partnerships (out of 39).
The IMD indices are used by local authorities, the voluntary and community sector and national funders to inform their priorities for service delivery.  IMD 2015 was produced by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) and is the fourth version of its kind; earlier versions were published in 2010, 2007 and 2004.
IMD 2015 is based on seven domains of deprivation.  These are combined using the following weights to produce the overall Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD):
· Income Deprivation (22.5%)
· Employment Deprivation (22.5%)
· Education, Skills and Training Deprivation (13.5%)
· Health Deprivation and Disability (13.5%)
· Crime (9.3%)
· Barriers to Housing and Services (9.3%)
· Living Environment Deprivation (9.3%)
In addition to the IMD and the seven domain indices, there are two supplementary indices: the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI) and the Income Deprivation Affecting Older People Index (IDAOPI).
Lower super output areas
These are small areas designed to be of a similar population size, with an average of approximately 1,500 residents or 650 households. They were developed by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) to help with reporting of Census 2011 results and other data at different geographic levels including neighbourhood level.  There are 128 LSOAs in Calderdale and 32,844 in England. 
Further information
Calderdale Dataworks includes a Calderdale’s IMD 2015 overall and individual domain and supplementary indices results in CSV, MS Excel, and map form.  For other enquiries on Calderdale IMD 2015 results contact performance.businessintelligence@calderdale.gov.uk.
The IMD 2015 results and national supporting guidance is available from http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015.   It is recommended that the supporting documents are read to provide a better understanding of the data.

